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APPLICATION  FOB  ENItOLIMENT 


THE  iUHXIfc'T  INSTITUTE  07  LOS  ANGELES  COUNTY 


I  wish  to  upply  for  enrollment  in  the  first  year  of  the  MARXIST 
INSTITUTE  of  Los  Angeles  County. 

I  pledge  regular  attendance  one  night  a  week  and  will  complete 
the  necessary  individual  study. 


Name •••••• 


Address .., 


Telephone 


Union  or  other  mass  organisation 


I  have  previously  completed! 
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V/hat  is  Socialism 


Fundamentals  of  Marxism 


Equivalent  course  of  study 
Equivalent  individual  study 
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Pay  full  fee  in  advance 
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semesters 
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First  year  classes  will  begin  October  1949  and  continue  through 
September  I960. 


IHTSWIW  WITH  APPLICANT 


Previous   baokgrouad   in  study   of  Marxism 


a*     What  Liarxist  olasaes   has    applioant   attsndod?      (speolfy  below) 


b#     What  Marxist  books    or  pamphlets   has.  applioant    road,    and   especially, 
studied?       (speoify   below) 


o9     Where   applioant  considers   himself  or  herself  to  be  weakest   in  the   field 
of  Marxist  theory(politioal  eoonomy,   philosophy,   politioal   theory,  the 
Negro  question  and  national  question,   American  history,   eto») 


d.     Does  applioant   have   any  speolal   field   of   interest   in  Marxist   theory? 
(spooify) 

e«     formal  education  completed    (grammar  sohool,   high  school,   etc) 


>•     What  type   of  activity  is  applioant  presently  engaged   in  within  the   labor 
or  progressive  movement?   (state   only  la  a  very  general  way) 


What  type   of  experienoo  has  the  applioant  had  in  the  past   in  the   labor 
and  progressive   movement?      (state   only  in  a  general  way%.   for  lnstanoo, 
numberof  strikes   participated  in  or  other  struggles,   general  type   of 
organisational  exporienoe,  eto0) 
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Including  \<^    copY 

The  Purpose  of  Communist  Education 

and 

How  to  Organize  and  Conduct  a 
I  Study  Class 


Prepared  by  the  Educational  Department  of  the 
Workers  Party  of  America. 
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PRICE  15  CENTS 


Published  by 
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MEMO:  To  All  County  Organizers,   Literature  and  Educational 

Directors 

SUBJECT:  Plan  of  Campaign  for  Browner*  a   Book  —   "Victory  — 

And  After" 


This  letter  ia   prepared  to  assist  Counties  and  Sections   in  working  out 
and  developing  their  own  local  campaign  around  Browdcr's  book.     It  contains  all 
of  the  vital  suggestions  and  experiences  from  previous   campaigns  and  forms  the 
basis  for  the   successful  sale  and  study  of  this    important  book.     While 
national  and   state  campaigns   of  great  proportions  are  being  initiated,    it  is 
absolutely  necessary  that  each  County  and  Section  launch  its   own  INDEPENDENT 
AND  SUPPLEMENTARY  campaign  around  the  book.      In  this  respect,  the  rich 
experience  gained   in  the  distribution  of  The  Soviet  Power  should  prove 
invaluable. 


1.     YJHAT   IS  TB£  SIGNIFICANCE  OF  TEE  FJBLICATION  OF  BPCFDER»3   BOOK  AT 
THIS   TIME? 

The  publication  of  a  nor;  book  by  Earl  Browdor,    in  tho  midst   of  the  prosont 
war  of  liberation,    is  a   political  event  not  only  for  the  Communist  Party  but  for 
our  entire  nation.     Because  Browdor   is  a  groat  people's   loader  who  was  releasod 
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LESSON  I  -  A  CONTRAST  OF  TWO- ECONOMIC  SYSTEMS 
TITO  WORLDS  TODAY 

1.  World  divided  into  two  social  systems  -  capitalist  and  socialist  sooiety. 

a)  World  of  capitalism  -  unemployment,  insecurity,  poverty,  crises  -  fabulous 
wealth  for  the  few, 

b)  World  of  socialism  -  Abolition  of  crises,  unemployment  and  insecurity; 
steady  rise  in  the  material  and  cultural  conditions  of  the  people. 

2.  Necessary  to  study  laws  of  capitalist  development  to  understand  how  to  bring 
about  socialism  and  how  it  eliminates  evils  of  capitalism. 

FEATURES  OF  CAPITALIST  SYSTEM  OF  ECONOMY  -  HOW  IT  WORKS 

1.  Private  ownership  of  the  means  of  production.  Factories,  resources,  bank*, 
machinery  owned  and  controlled  by  the  capitalist  classi 

2.  Capitalist  production  -  production  for  prof it. 

a)  Production  of  commodities  -  products  turned  out  primarily  for  sale,  and 
not  to  satisfy  needs  of  people. 

3.  Vast  majority  propertyless  -  compelled  to  hire  themselves  out  to  owners  of 
means  of  production  for  wages. 

a)  Ability  to  work  -  labor  power  -  only  possession  of  worker, 

b)  Source  of  all  capitalist  profits  -  exploitation  of  working  class  -  appro- 
priation of  unpaid  labor  of  wage  workers. 

-  Difference  between  value  of  product  produced  by  workers  and  what 
workers  receive  in  wages  goes  to  the  capitalist  class. 

4.  Power  in  country  belongs  to  capitalist  class  -  dictatorship  of  the  capita- 
list class,  regardless  of  the  form  of  rule. 

CONTRADICTIONS  OF  CAPITALISM  SHOW  NEED  OF  SOCIALISM 

1.  Basic  contradiction  of  capitalism  -  social  character  of  production  and  pri- 
vate appropriation  -  germ  of  all  social  antagonisms  under  capitalism. 

a)  Social  character  of  production  -  gipantio  prodr.oti-ro  forooe'ae*  into 
motion  by  large  groups  of  men,  gives  production  a  social  character. 

-  Expansion  of  production  -  concentration  of  millions  of  workers  in 
factories. 

b)  Private  appropriation  -  social  products  appropriated'  by  individual 
capitalists. 

-  Previously  individual  producer  owned  means  of  production,  produced 
independently,  owned  his  product, 

2*   Leads  to  anarchy  -  planlessness  -  of  capitalist  production. 

3.  Leads  to  periodic  crises  of  "over-production"  -  while  millions  starve  unable 
to  buy  the  goods  they  produced. 

4,  Leads  to  unemployment  -  a  permanent  feature  of  capitalism. 
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A  Problem  in  Economics, 
What  Is  Usury? 
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Dear 
you  look  upon 
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to  hear  that 
_*as  a  vile  and  sense- 
less thing,  and  upon  Socialists  as  wicked  or 
foolish  men. 

Nevertheless,  as  you  have  good  metal  In 
you,  and  are  very  numerous,  I  mean  to  argue 
the  point  with  you. 

You  are  a  staunch  Republican,  and  you 
pride  yourself  upon  being  "a  shrewd,  hard- 
headed,  practical  man." 

Now,  Mr.  Smith,  if  you  really  are  a  man 
of  hard,  shrewd  sense,  we  shall  get  on  very 
well.  I  am  myself  a  plain,  practical  man,  I 
base  my  beliefs  upon  what  I  know  and  see. 

In  this  pamphlet  I  shall  stick  to  the  hard- 
est of  hard  facts,  and  the  coldest  of  cold 
reason;  and  I  shall  appeal  to  that  robust 
common  sense  and  love  of  fair  play  for 
which  I  understand  you  are  more  famous 
than  for  your  ability  to  see  beyond  the  end 
of  your  free  and  Independent  nose  at  elec- 
tion time. 
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Political  Socialism,- 

WOULD  IT  FAIL  IN  SUCCESS? 


ta-PROBLEM  IN  APPLIED  SOCIALISM:— 

Being  entitled  to  all 
I  he  produces  (Socialist 
maxim),  w'hat  portion 
of  a  loaf  of  bread  falls 
to  the  man  who  fed  the 
cow  that  dropped  the 
calf  that  made  the  ox 
that  pulled  the  plow 
that  broke  the  ground 
that  grew  the  wheat 
that  made  the  Hour 
that  formed  the  dough 
that  puffed  up,  a  white 
waiting  for  his        loaf ,  in  the  baker* s  oven  f 

If   the    ox   die   in    the   midst    of   the    plowing, 
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;te   are  at  the  dawn  of  a  new  '.'.mini 
Scientists  have  given  to  men  con- 
siderable Dov/ers.  Politicians  have 
seized  hold  of  them.  The  v/orld  must 
choose  between  the  unspeakable  le-y 
eolation  of  mechanisation  for  profit 
or  conquest  and  the  lusty  youtnJulnass 
of  science  and  technique  J^fe^J' as 
social  needs  of  a  new 
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We  welcome  you  to  our  ranks J     It 
i   ou/aim  to  help  you  in  every  way  possible  to  booome  acquainted  with  how  tho^Com- 
nunist  Party  functions,  the   life    of  our  organization,   its  a  ins  and  purposes. 
are  our  comrade  and  one  of  us  -   so  jsake   yourself    at  hone J 


Dear  New  Member: 

You  are  now  a  member  of  the  Communist  Party. 


You 


In  addition  to  the  little  panphlot,  "WqIooekj,  Comrade",  a  copy  of  which,  wo- 
trust  you  have  already  received,  thi3  "Educational  Outline  for  New  Menbers"  is  de- 
signed to  help  you  learn  about  the  Party  Program.   (If  you  have  not  received  a  copy 
of  "Welcome,  Comrade",  ask  your  Branch  Organizer  for  sane.) 

In  the  larger  counties,  you  have  already  been  assigned  to  your  New  Members' 
Branch.  The  New  Members*  Branch  will  neet  regularly  every  week  for  a  period  of 
eight  weeks.  At  the  end  of  that  time,  you  will  be  assigned  to  your  regular  Branch, 
either  the  Party  Branoh  in  the  neighborhood  where  you  live  or  to  the  Party  Branch 
in  your  industry  or  Trade  Union. 

In  the  outlying  counties,  where  there  nay  be  no  New  Menbors*  Branohes,  you  have 
already  been  assigned  to  your  regular  branoh. 

In  either  case,  you  will  receive  every  help  and  cooperation  from  your  comrades. 

This  Educational  Outline  will  form  tho  basis  of  tho  educational  discussions  in 
the  Now  Members'  Branches  ard  will  aid  you  in  studying  tho  program  of  the  Party 
through  solf-study  at  home.  Look  over  this  outline  at  your  leisure.  You  will  see 
that  tho  course  covers  a  great  doal  of  natorial.   It  has  been  planned  so  as  to  give 
you  the  nocossary  fundamental  picture  of  tho  program  of  tho  Communist  Party  and  our 
approach  to  the  problems  which  faco  the  American  rorking  class  today.   It  is  based 
on  tho  rich  experiences  of  tho  tvorking  class  the  world  ovor,  as  represented  in  the 
writings  of  our  great  leaders  -  Marx,  Engels,  Lenin  and  Stalin,  and  our  American 
leaders,  Foster  and  Browder. 

You  will  not  absorb  all  of  this  caterial  immediately.  The  weekly  Branch  dis- 
cussions will  "Help  to  clarify  a  great  rany  of  these  questions.  Your  own  desire  to 
learn  will  do  the  rsstj 

A  few  suggestions  regarding  reading  are  in  order:  First,  try  to  cultivate  a 
reading  "habit".  Read  the  PEOPLE'S  TfORLD  daily.  This  will  keep  you  informed  on  the 
developments  in  tho  State  and  Country.  Read  the  COMMUNIST  every  month.  The  COMMUN- 
IST is  the  official  theoretical, political  organ  of  the  Communist  Party  of  tho  United 
States. 

At  the  end  of  this  outline  are  listed  a  number  of  books  and  pamphlets  which 
will,  in  addition  to  the  above  roading,  round  out  your  knowledge  and  understanding 
of  the  revolutionary  movement  in  our  .Country. 

Do  not  hesitate  to  ask  questions!  Remenber  that  you  are  new  to  the  Farty  now, 
but  that  you  will  grow  with  the  Party  now  that  you  are  part  of  this  great  organiza- 
tion. 

Yours, for  a  POWERFUL  COMMUNIST  PARTY  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


California  State  Committee, 
Coismunist  Party  of  the  United  States. 


